
 
 

 

SUMMARY OF DISCUSSION TOPICS FROM FEBRUARY 12
TH

 MEETING: 
 

Women Traveling Alone:  Antoinette d’Oronzio concluded that since all members of this group were still 
present and accounted for, traveling alone is not necessarily dangerous for women.  The biggest drawback 
seems to be the “single supplement” imposed when having no-one with whom to share a room, cabin, etc.   
But there are many websites dedicated to women traveling alone and though it is always more fun to share 
one’s travel experiences with another, there are also advantages to going solo. 
 

Independent Travel:  The group focused on how to go about arranging independent travel, from using Trip 
Advisor to finding good independent travel agencies in foreign countries.  Some in the group had never 
realized that getting a car and guide could be more economical than booking a multi-member tour.  Also 
discussed was how to book / plan a tour with a foreign travel company 
 

Living in a Foreign Country:  All members of this group had lived in a foreign country at one time or 
another so shared their experiences – mostly good.  Guest Mitch, having spent much time in India, shared  
that you can now get a 10-year visa to that country for approx. $130 and can visit for six months out of each 
year.  Also, for those wishing to live or work in a foreign country, the magazine “Transitions Abroad” is very 
helpful.  And Greg Sedbrook suggested:  http://www.amazon.com/World-Access-Handbook-Citizens-
Earth/dp/0684810166/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1298906734&sr=1-1 - price is right too, 1 cent & 
post.  The authors, Petras, have a few books with some beyond the ordinary perspectives. 
 

Day trips in Florida   These could be of interest to any of us, so I’m including the whole list this group came 
up with: 

� Canopy Walkway near Myakka:   www.myakkariver.org 
� Columbia Restaurant for Cuban food and show—Ybor City 
� Gamble Museum—Ellenton:   www.thegambleplantation.com 
� Seminole Wars Re-enactment once a year, Fort Foster near Hillsborough River State Park:     

www.floridastateparks.org/fortfoster/default.cfm 
� Vinoy Hotel-St. Petersburg, tour and lunch/dinner:   www.marriott.com/hotels/hotel-

deals/tpasr-vinoy-renaissance-st-petersburg-resort-and-golf-club/  Tel:  727-824-8005.      
Tours Weds. thru Sat. at 10:30 AM with lunch included, $25.  Reservations needed. 

� Monkey Island:   www.homosassaflorida.com/tag/monkey-island 
� Wildlife Park –Manatees:   www.floridastateparks.org/homosassasprings/default.cfm 
� Rosewood, Cedar Key off Rt. 19:   www.virtualrosewood.com 
� Bok Tower:   www.boktowergardens.org 
� Lunch on Limoges Restaurant, excellent food,  14139 7th Street, Dade City, FL 33525-3808  
� (352) 567-5685  
� Tampa Art Museum:   www.tampamuseum.org 

� Tampa History Museum:   www.tampabayhistorycenter.org 
� Chihuli Collection, 400 Beach Drive, St. Petersburg, Florida 33701, 727.896.4527: 

www.moreanartscenter.org/chihuly 
� Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings’ Home in Cross Creek, on Rt. 30 NE of Ocala  -  Author of “The 

Yearling”:   www.floridastateparks.org/marjoriekinnanrawlings/ 
� Farmers Markets:   http://goinggreentampa.com/home/farmers-markets.html 
� Thai Temple in Tampa:   www.wattampainenglish.com/ 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Welcome New Members: 
 

Barbara Colson, Darlene DeMarie and Neal Mobley 



  

 
 

MARCH 12 PROGRAM:   Armenia 
 
 

 
Come join us as Barbara Colson, a Returned 
Peace Corps Volunteer, presents a slide 
presentation about her life and experiences of 
teaching English in Armenia, while giving you 
bits of Armenia’s history and culture.  Armenia, 
with its proud people, is a mountainous country 
with a long and tumultuous past.  It was part of 
the Silk Road.  Yerevan, its capital, is one of the 
oldest continuously inhabited cities in the world, 
dating back to 800 BC.   Ararat, once part of 
Armenia, is said to be the mountain on which 
Noah’s ark landed. 

                         

Barbara taught school for 35 years in Hillsborough County before joining the Peace Corps 
at age 60. Armenia, its location, people and language, was a complete mystery to her 
before embarking on this adventure.   She is excited to be able to share this wonderful 
country and its people with you.   
 

Shnoragalatune  (That’s “thank you” in Armenian!)                             Photo of Mt. Ararat above 

 
 

 

Check out David Patten’s photo in the March, 2011, issue of ITN on page 84 in the section "Where in the 
World?"  This is the second time David has had a photo published there in recent months. (The photo taken 
in Gades, Tunisia, was in the December, 2010, ITN issue. That was the one that stumped all the ITN 
readers!)  All David will say is that this new photo is another very tricky one that was taken some time ago.  
What’s your guess? 
 
 

Some Good Websites: 
 

Good site for cheap cruises:  www.lastminutecruises.com   
Washington’s most interactive museum:  www.newseum.org 
Excellent all-around trip planning site:  www.tripadvisor.com 
Travel website for Blacks, sponsored by American Airlines:  www.blackatlas.com 
Extensive travel site for women:  www.journeywoman.com 

_______________________________________ 
 

There was a good response to the email I forwarded to members concerning the Tampa Travelogue 
Series, quite a few people seem to be interested in attending future presentations.  The next one (on 
March 16) will be held at NOLA Café on Platt Street.  It’s a nice little spot, but if you plan on going 
be sure to get there no later than 6:45 if you want to get a seat!  I think these gatherings will become 
more and more popular as word spreads. 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

We look forward to seeing you Saturday, March 12 at Piccadilly Cafeteria.  We start with  

dinner and socializing between 5:00 and 6:00 PM, followed by a short slide presentation,  

then our business meeting at 6:15, followed by the main program.   
 

And remember, if you see someone new or unfamiliar at our meeting, please say hello  

and invite them to join a group or table and make them feel welcome. 
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Our meetings are held the second Saturday of each 
month (September thru May) from 5:00 to 8:30 PM 
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Directions to Piccadilly 
Cafeteria, 11810 North Dale 
Mabry, Tampa (Phone:   
813-963-1660) 
From the I-275/Dale Mabry 
junction, head north on Dale 
Mabry. Go past Busch Blvd. and 
Linebaugh, then get in left lane. 
Just past the Hudson Lane traffic 
light there’ll be a left turn lane to 
Barnes & Noble. B&N is right 
next to Piccadilly and they share 
a big parking lot.  
Heading south on Dale Mabry, 
Piccadilly is just south of Stall 
Road, on the right.  
 

Important Membership Notice:  
 

The month / year your member-
ship expires is on the bottom 
right corner of your newsletter 
mail-label; or you will be 
reminded in the cover email for  
that month’s newsletter.  
 

Membership fees are:  
$20/single, $30/couple.  
 

Make checks payable to  
Ken Gould, and mail to:   
 

Uncommon Travelers 
C/o Ken Gould   
1310 Gulf Blvd., Apt. 16A 
Clearwater Beach, FL  33767 
 

Newsletters are mailed only to 
those whose memberships are 
current, and two consecutive 
issues to prospective members. 
 

Contact Persons: 
 

Shawn Milligan - President 
 (813) 863-1180 
 

Catherine Mitchell - 
Vice President & Newsletter 
(813) 237-3787 
 

Ken Gould – Treasurer 
(727) 595-3717 
 

Anneliese Tedeschi – Membership 
(727) 544-8233 
 

Jacqueline Seal – Newsletter 
(813) 985-4672 
 

 

Our “guest meeting” on February 12th was a great success.  We welcomed 
ten guests, all of whom have done a good deal of traveling, and we had a 
very interactive program that saw us splitting into four separate groups to 
discuss a range of travel topics: Women Traveling Alone, Living in a 
Foreign Country, Independent Travel, and Day Trips in Florida.  
Summaries of these are detailed on Page 3. 
 
 

Member Travels: 
 

Catherine Mitchell arrived home recently from an unusual cruise which left 
from Barcelona, Spain, then went to Alexandria, Egypt, where she hooked 
up with friends Hassan, Safwat and Safwat's fiancée Doaa, then on  
through the Suez Canal to Aqaba, Jordan (for Petra) and Safaga, Egypt. 
Then it was through the Arabian Sea to the final port of Dubai. 
 

Ken Gould shared his and Shirley’s winter wonderland experience in 
Montana, which included snowmobiling in Yellowstone National Park. 
 

David Patten went first to Washington, DC where he visited many 
museums, then on to Ethiopia with a group, traveling around that country 
to many well-known sites, including Lalibela and the Simien Mountains.                           
 
 

NOTES:    
 

1)  One of our members gave the “Trans-Siberian Handbook”  - the guide to the 
world’s longest railway journey - to Jackie Seal in case anyone is interested in 
reading this - she will have it with her at the March meeting. 
 

2)  Someone left a pair of glasses on one of the tables at the February meeting – 
Jackie will have those too. 
 

3)  Judy Butler once again announced an in-depth trip to Hungary in September 
being arranged by Hungarian friends of hers that perhaps would interest our 
fellow travelers.  Friends of the Butlers – and fellow “Aramcons” – by the names 
of Eva and Maggie are planning this group trip.   Both ladies are originally from 
Hungary so this promises to be a fantastic trip with native leaders.  Eva went to 
Hungary at the beginning of 2011 for a visit and to start setting up an itinerary 
around the country.  The idea is to have the group meet up in Budapest, since 
everyone will be coming from different directions, and that way group members 
can plan on extensions to their stay, figure out the best air fares, etc.  So if this 
journey to Hungary interests you, contact the Butlers.  They will be going on this 
trip themselves, know the organizers, and can keep you posted with future 
details.  Email them at:  judithbb_98@yahoo.com.  
 

 


